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The Dore Collective is a online photography « isual art
publication created by Yahiah Polidore “in FaLvum 208. Dore
aims fo provide more exposure for visual artists across the
United States, and in the future internationaly The  collective
showeases two wonth group and sib ebibitions, and offers
free call for entries.

We believe that it's all about who you know as an artist, o we
ave making it a point fo get fo know exerpne! From emerging
avticts, establisned professinals, galery owners, lifestyle
phofographers, fravel photographers, phofography schools, visual
and performing art centecs and wore we can buld a network
so st exery artist wil have the fols and opportuntties to
excel in their craft, with o little free help and experience
from Dore dong the way




one of My Homes

My vecent work focuses on representations of familial memories and the ways
that personal imagery can be infeqrated info shared experiences across two
medums - cevamics and paintings. My pottery is influenced by objects in my
Childrood home that encompass my youth: our ]mmrwam Wi & set of lomemade
putfery, and three specific vessels: two large crocks — for fowels and dog food,
and o cevamic dog food bowl. These "symbols’ ace my infial inspivation for my
work and ace further supported by the surtace imagery | place upon them
This work exoNed from 4 sevies of deawings and colages fo connect vavious
moments in my lite simutaneousty. Miugh the images are specific fo my life,
their details ace left purposefuly ambiguous, sening the purpose of
vepm%wﬁm? memorys lack of ijri’r\i, and alowing others to identity with the
subjects displayed. My pottery is influenced by a glbal cevamic history,
connecting further with the idea of blended experience and universal themes
of famiN, Childnood, and memory. The ceramic objects | create vepresent identity
through memory and physical vepresentation.

These themes continue in my paintings as they move foward an infeqration of
ubiauitous objects, watifs, and vepresentations of personal photographs. The
aualiies of limited detail or partialy obscured images represent the specific
memories and their accuracy, as well as their connection to iconic objects from
my past. My work asks \iewers to identify with these images and alow them fo
find connections to their own Ives. My work compels viewers o veflect
Introspectively while offering a presentation of personal events,



4999, Stoneware, 0 % 12", (2020












| was adopted From China when | was
eleven wonths od | gqrew up in
Elicott City, Maryand, spending my
days viding horses, and waking art. |
attended ?’\iCl’li@AV\ State University,
nitialy as an infernational velations
mapr, but 4 study abroad made me
redize a change was necessary My
emironmental policy professor ’rolj me
that what you do in your free fime s
what you should be doing all the time. |
MQOVGJ in At Education, and after
taking my first wheel thvowing class,
decided to add on & BFX in cevamics
with 4 secondary concentration in
paiw’rm?‘ Looking forward, | wil have 4
year of student teaching before grad
sthool, and 1 am caught between
Cevamics and painting, so | may be
looking for an intexdisciplinary Mk
program.

May McCalmon
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Water, 0l on Canvas, %6 % 49", (209)






bz, ol on Canvas, 20 % 40", (2020)
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Ranch, Stoneware, 4 % 15 ", (209



Installation View



g Instalation View
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k- Convevsation with May McCalmon

KP: Wiat was your pracess for starting this progct?

MM: While making this work, | ad wy sevior show in the back of my wind, buf | was focused
o staying frue to the subject matter that interests me. Memory and my pevson history s
aways been a large influence in my work. Famiy phetos INe collected were the starting point
that began to inform my work

KP: With your paintings, was there any or what painting do you feel was the most chullenging
to create?

MM: My painting "Pinylis” is baced of a photograph of N grandmither, <o | felt a ot of
pressure to Capture her energy in that painting as wel as to vepresent her festures
accurately. In other paintings that have wore blocks of color | found some chullenges because |
was painting in a newer stle by incorporating thise flatter aspects.

kP \u had an artist tall, wiat would Yu shave with us that viewers may ot know that you
would want us 1o take away with us?

MM: My mom passed away when | was sikteen and that had an influence on my fivation with
memory and vepresenting images of st fimes. It is important for me, as an avtict, to be able to
oonnett my experiences with those of others. | would be concerned about the art world and
siciety in general if | thought that Niewers could vot relate or empathize in ome way fo my
elperience. In a time when we can oo essly actess the Ies of others, it is important to focus
0N the ways we can velite with people from ditferent backgrounds, rather than finding
differences.

KP: With the installation views, is there a methodbgy on low the cevamic pieces are laid out in
terms of the pantings they are next fo?

MM: Yes, | had specific plcements for the cevamic pleces and paintings based on content.
There are vecurving images in patings and cevamics, particularly my chidnod home is depicted
N sexeral vaviations. My show was also set up semi-geographical. ks you progressed through my
physical show, the work went From wy childnood in my bome in Maryland, to the impact of my
famiy in Michigan whom | am very chee with, back to home to emphusize my vints there, and
finaly ending on paintings and cevamics set in California, where my next steps wil be. My
father moved to Califorvia for the winters when | was in cillege, and | e a pb there this
Summer.
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Home, Stoneware, 12 % ¢ (2020)




kP If Y were o give an artist talk about the worlk, what would be the key thing you would want us to take
avay From it that we may vof automaticaly see?

MM: My gl is for Niewers to take away a feeling of vostalgia of their own Ines. | vediize that many peple may
ot have Tad & positive childond experience, but also hope to addeess how those memories may be bittersweet.
It comeone decided to call their mom after seeing my show, | vould find that an extremely endearing response to
my work. Connections 1o lved ones are s important when life gets away from us.

KP: Winat would iewers gain from seeing this work in an instalation as opposed to online?

MM: Etperiencing the ceramic works in person alow the iewer o appreciate the infricacy of the line work,
and get 4 better sense of the surface texture. V\/a\km? within the cevamics and seeing an image on 4
cevamic Nessel veflected in a painting that is installed in ne with the ceramic work is hard fo capture in
documentation images.  has been a great disapprintment that people coud vot see this show in person

KP: | always enpy work that | feel | can connect to based of the power of memory, | think you dd a great pb of
making a persinal experience ambiguous for viewers to have 2 perspectives. | can g0in from looking at \our
perspettive and ponder on what this was for you, the influence it had, but | can also delve into myself and think
it wy childood memories!

MM: Thank yu'
¥P: Does this work Feel vecilved or wil it be an ongping project?

MM: This body of wWork as it was shown feels vesoled, but my work will confinue on this subject. | have more
images feom my life to work from, and | ofil feel that this defines my work
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Pmllie, ol on Panel, 26 % 20" (2020

Installation View
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Landcruiser, Ol on Cannas, 24 % 30", (2020)
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Connect + Stay updated with May

May McCalmon

Website - Inttps//maysngmecalmon wiksite.com/website
Facebok - @mccalmonart

Stoy updated with Dore!

Website - wwwihedorecollective com
lm’mg\mm - @dorecillective
Facebok - @thedorecollective
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Congratulations May on all your
accomplishiments and achienements
du\ri\n@ \ouy academic. Career’

Wishing \ou fons of suctess i al your
endeavors Cant wait 1o see \our work
in the future in pevson!




